APOLOGY COMES 
TOO LATE AS ABC 
KILLS ‘ROSEANNE’ 


ABC axes the Roseanne 
revival after its star, Rose- 
anne Barr, sends outa 
racist comment on Twitter. 
The sudden cancellation 
of a hit show with high rat- 
ings stunned an industry 
in which high ratings have 
become increasingly elu- 
sive. Etc, 2B 


2019 trial date set 
in theater shooting 


Four years after the shooting 
death of aman ina Wesley 
Chapel movie theater, a 

trial date has been set for 
Curtis Reeves, the retired 
Tampa police captain who 
claims he was acting in self- 
defense. Local, 1B 


Starbucks holds 
teaching moment 


Starbucks closed 8,000 
locations on Tuesday after- 
noon for companywide anti- 
bias training. Coffee drinkers 
in Tampa Bay left without 
their fix had differing ideas 
onthe move. Local, 1B 


Home sellers in 
Pasco set pace 


Home prices are rising 
throughout Tampa Bay, but 
Pasco County leads the way. 
The median sales price in 
Pasco was $217,735 in April, 
up more than16 percent 
from a year ago. Business, 
4B 


Top N. Korean aide 
heading to U.S. 
Kim Yong Chol is expected 


to meet with Mike Pompeo 
in New York. World, 6A 
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Check out All Eyes 


See the day’s top 
\ q k photo, the week's 
=^ bestimages and 
collections of photos from 
news events in the Times’ 
photo gallery at 


tampabay.com/photos. 
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Death toll tops 4,600 


The devastation from Hurricane Maria was vastly understated in Puerto Rico. 


New York Times 

As hurricane season begins 
this week, experts are still trying 
to count the number of deaths 
caused by last year’s devastat- 
ing Hurricane Maria in Puerto 
Rico. The latest estimate: at 
least 4,645, many of them from 
delayed medical care. 

Residents of Puerto Rico died 
at a significantly higher rate dur- 


ing the three months following 
the hurricane than they did in 
the previous year, according to 
the results of a new study by a 
group of independent research- 
ers from Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health and 
other institutions. 

The researchers say their esti- 
mate, published Tuesday in the 
New England Journal of Med- 


icine, remains imprecise, with 
more definitive studies still to 
come. But the findings, which 
used methods that have not been 
previously applied to this disas- 
ter, are important amid wide- 
spread concerns that the govern- 
ment’s tally of the dead, 64, was a 
dramatic undercount. 

“Our results indicate that the 
official death count of 64 is a 


substantial underestimate of the 
true burden of mortality after 
Hurricane Maria,” the authors 
wrote. 

Winds, flooding and landslides 
swept away homes and knocked 
out power, water and cellular 
service, which remained largely 
unrepaired for months. 

An analysis of vital statis- 
tics by the New York Times 


last December found that 1,052 
more people than usual died 
across the island in the 42 days 
after the storm. Other news 
organizations, including Puerto 
Rico’s Center for Investigative 
Journalism and CNN, and Alex- 
is Raúl Santos, a demographer 
at Penn State, have also chal- 
lenged the government’s figure, 
» See DEATHS, 4A 


A BIGGER BASE 


Moving the Rays to Ybor City would put the team closer to more of Tampa 
Bay’s population, a study finds. That may translate into more fans in seats. 


Rays fan base? 


Approximately 1.2 million people live within 15 miles of a proposed 
Tampa Bay Rays ballpark in Ybor City, according to an analysis by 
planners with Hillsborough and Pinellas counties. 
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Proposed Rays 
Í stadium site 


LUIS SANTANA | Times 


The Rays have publicly supported a proposed Tampa 
site for a baseball stadium for the team. 


BY CHRISTOPHER O’DONNELL 
Times Staff Writer 


new ballpark in Ybor City? 
The short answer: a lot. 


» See STADIUM, 6A 


Times 


If the Rays were to take the field today at — 
Cigar City Stadium — they would draw from a population 
of almost 920,000 people within a 10-mile radius. 


TAMPA 


hen it comes to finding the sweet spot for a 

new major league ballpark, the number of 

people living within a 30-minute drive may 
hold the answer. 

It’s why Major League Baseball has 

insisted that new ballparks go in densely 

populated urban areas. It also helps explain all those 
empty seats at Tropicana Field. 

Just 615,000 people, less than one-fifth of Tampa Bay’s 
population, were estimated to live within a half-hour 
drive of the Rays current home in 2010 when a group 
called the ABC Coalition compiled a study. 

How much will that change if the Rays move to a shiny 


let’ call it 


Health 
insurer 
makes 
big buy 


Tampa-based 
WellCare Health 
pays $2.5 billion for 
Detroit’s Meridian. 


BY MALENA CAROLLO 
Times Staff Writer 

TAMPA — WellCare Health 
Plans Inc. has inked a $2.5 bil- 
lion deal that will make the 
fast-growing managed health 
care company the largest 
Medicaid provider in Michi- 
gan and Ili- 
nois. 

The all- 
cash deal to 
buy Detroit- 
basedhealth 
insurer 
Meridian 
and its phar- 
macy ben- 
efit man- 
ager Merid- 
ianRx was 
announced 
Tuesday. 

It is the largest acquisition 
in the 33-year history of Well- 
Care, which is headquartered 
in Tampa. 

“Meridian is a well-perform- 
ing health plan, and WellCare 
and Meridian share a similar 
commitment to serving our 
members through a compre- 
hensive, integrated approach 
to health care,’ WellCare CEO 
Ken Burdick said in a pre- 
pared statement. 

The deal is expected to close 
by the end of the year. 

Meridian is projected to 
make $4.3 billion in revenue 
this year. It serves 508,000 
Medicaid members in Michi- 
gan and 565,000 in Illinois. 

WellCare, the second most 
» See WELLCARE, 4A 


WellCare 
Health Plans 
Inc. CEO Ken 
Burdick 


Rained out with sun out. Why? 


Clear weather could 
have changed quickly 
at the Sunshine Music 
Festival, officials say. 


BY JAY CRIDLIN 
Times Pop Music/Culture Critic 

Inside Raymond James Sta- 
dium Sunday morning, John 
Santoro faced a room of Tampa 
police, fire rescue and stadium 
officials, and made his final pro- 
moter’s plea: 

“This is going to be barbecue 
weather.” 

Authorities were unmoved. 
Despite sunny spring weather 
outside, the city of Tampa was 
still under a tropical storm warn- 
ing due to Subtropical Storm 
Alberto. The governor’s office 
had declared a state of emergen- 
cy. And so, less than four hours 
before the Sunset Music Festi- 
val gates were to open to 20,000 


electronic music fans, the Tampa 
Sports Authority pulled the plug. 
“I was nauseous,” Santoro, 
the festival’s founder, said Tues- 
day. “I felt bad for all those peo- 
ple that traveled, they spent their 


LUIS SANTANA | Times 
Fans pack the Raymond James Stadium parking lot on Day 1 of 
the Sunset Music Festival. Day 2 was canceled due to Alberto. 


time, their money, their excite- 
ment, their love.” 

Sunday will go down as the 
day the city canceled its big- 
gest annual music festival due 
» See FESTIVAL, 7A 


Refunds and more 


e Half of two-day tickets to the 
Sunset Music Festival, and all 
Sunday-only tickets, will be 
refunded. Organizers are final- 
izing details. 

e Fans who bought wrist- 
bands for cashless purchases 
are eligible for refunds. 

The process has started 

for those who paid with 
credit/debit cards. Those 
who paid with cash can reg- 
ister and apply for refunds at 
smftampa.com. For questions 
about wristband refunds, 
email smf2018intellipay- 
support@yaengage.com or 
call toll-free 1-800-679-0687. 

e Items lost on Saturday may 
be claimed between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday-Friday at 
the Tampa Sports Authority 
office inside Raymond James 
Stadium. Items left in festival 
lockers may be retrieved by 
emailing contact@smftampa. 
com. 


Where disaster strikes, 
then comes back later 


The federal government subsidizes the cost 
of rebuilding in areas that get hit repeatedly. 


New York Times 

In the last 16 years, parts of 
Louisiana have been struck 
by six hurricanes. Areas near 
San Diego were devastated 
by three particularly vicious 
wildfire seasons. And a town 
in eastern Kentucky has been 
pummeled by at least nine 
storms severe enough to war- 
rant federal assistance. 

These places are part of a 
small fraction of the United 
States that has sustained most 
of the damage from major nat- 
ural disasters, forming a pat- 
tern of destruction concen- 
trated in particular areas. 

About 90 percent of the 
total losses across the United 
States occurred in ZIP codes 


that contain less than 20 per- 
cent of the population, according 
to an analysis of data from the 
Small Business Administration. 

The federal government, 
through disaster relief programs 
and flood insurance, subsidizes 
the cost of rebuilding in areas hit 
repeatedly by storms, floods and 
fires. 

Critics say that encourages 
too much development in those 
regions, wasting tens of bil- 
lions of dollars in tax money and 
endangering lives. 

Christina DeConcini, the 
director of government affairs at 
the World Resources Institute, 
said that federal programs do 
not adequately emphasize adapt- 
» See DISASTERS, 4A 


